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Bacteria—A> Introduction by Brahma 
Swamp Mehrotra. International Publishing 
House, 23, C. Y. Chintamani Road, Allaha- 
bad-211003-(1978). pp. 82. Rs. 7 50. 

The Bacteria—An Introduction is a small 
and lucidly written book covering some of 
.the general aspects and selected members 
of a vast, varied and fascinating group of 
micro-organisms. The opening chapter deals 
with the bacteria in general. The following 
chapters include the Pseudomonadales and 
Eubacteriales—their morphology, classifica¬ 
tion, physiology and reproduction as well 
as a few important staining methods; the 
Actinomycetales and the role of parasitic 
and saprophytic bacteria. A table showing 
the important bacterial diseases of man has 
also been given. Besides these a list of books 
and articles for references and further 
study, the index and an errata has been in¬ 
cluded at the end. 

As an introductory book it is a good 
contribution with moderate price and will 
be useful to the undergraduate students. 
The few defficiencies which cannot be over¬ 
looked are mentioned below and may be 
modified in the later editions of the book. 

A text book should provide the student 
with the most recent information available. 


. In the Introduction (pp. 6) the Bergey’s 
Mapnual of Determinative Bacteriology, 
7th edition (1957) has been referred. How¬ 
ever, more recent information may be ob¬ 
tained from the 8th edition' of the above 
mentioned book published in 1974 (Reprin¬ 
ted in 1975). In the same - chapter" a few 
words about the nomenclature of Bacteria 
would have been useful. 

The book has been illustrated with 
figures and plates, some of which require 
better reproduction particularly plate nos. 1 
and 2. 

Recent information on the classification 
of root nodule bacteria ' (pp. 67) could be 
obtained from the book entitled Symbiotic 
Nitrogen fixation in plants (ed) P-S. Nut- 
man Cambridge Univ. Press (1976). 

In the list of Books and Articles for 
Further Study (pp. 76-77) “The Life of Bac¬ 
teria” by K. V. Thiman (McMillan Com¬ 
pany, New York) should also be included. 
Some other important references have been 
omitted. 

Apart from these few shortcomings, -one 
would find the book a really useful one for 
students undertaking initial training in the 
study of bacteria. 
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